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Fleet sweepers urgently needed, meantime am fitting
some destroyers for this purpose with light sweeps."

On the 15th March the Admiralty's reply to Admiral Garden's
209 was received.

From Admiralty to Vice-Admiral.

109. " You must concert any military operations on a
krge seals which you consider necessary with General
Hamilton when he arrives on Tuesday night, meantime we
are asking War Office to send the rest of the two Australian
divisions to Mudros Bay at once, thus giving with the French
approximately 59,000 men available after i8th, this will be
confirmed kter. 29th Division 18,000 additional cannot
arrive until 2nd April. Secondly we understand it is your
intention to sweep a good clear passage through the mine-
field in order to enable the forts at the Narrows eventually
to be attacked at close range, and to cover this operation
whether against the forts or light movable armament, by
whatever firing is necessary from the battle fleet, and that
this task will probably take several days. After this is
completed we understand that you intend to engage forts
at Narrows at decisive range and put them effectually out
of action. You will then proceed again at your convenience
with attack on the forts beyond, and any further sweeping
which may be necessary. If this is your intention we
cordially approve it. We wish it to be pressed forward
without hurry but without losing time. We do not gather
at this stage you contemplate any attempt to rush the
passage without having previously cleared a channel
through the mines and destroyed the primary armament of
the forts.

We wish to be consulted before any operation of such a
nature is decided on and, before undertaking it, the part
to be pkyed by the Army and Navy in dose co-operation
would require careful study and it might then be found that
decisive military action to take the Kilid Bahr Plateau would
be less costly than a naval rush. You will be informed
kter about ammunition, aeroplanes and minesweepers."